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In The Claims! 


L (OTi ^ drivelin e for a vehicle comprising- 
centerline; V ' ~»* - *■ vehicle 

inboard joint coupled to one side of said differential transmit 
outooardpint; T^^^^^^^iointandto, 
a 

inboard joint; 

a bearing for suiting said linkshaft; and 

bracket used to support said bearing. 

driveline of claim 1, wherein said composite 


coupled to said differential transmission and to 


>afirst 


a second 


a composite lii 


2- (original) 
Hnkshaft bracket comprises an uppkr 
portion and said lower portion, wl en 


ded) 


3- (currently ant^K 
upper bracket Portion has a plurality of 
regions, a pair of mounted studs, 


jrtionand 


a lower portion, wherein said upper 
surround and support said bearing. 


Theli 


mc 


iveline of claim 2, wherein said 
a plurality of raised ribbed 
; region. 


'itadeltaough.aidplunlllyofmounlingholes. 


i~ onaas a spftefjeaisemi-circular region and aninl. 
each of said studs used to couple said lower region to said upper I 


Received from < 248 223 9522 > at «9/03 4:16:24 PM [Eastern Daylight TimeJ 


JUN-09-2003 16:22 

U.S.S.N. 10/028,834 


RRTZ & ARTZ P.C. 


248 223 9522 P. 05/13 

V201-0634 (VGT 0272 PUS) 


6. (original) The driveline of claim 1, wherein said upper portion 
of said comtasite linkshaft bracket is formed of a polymer material that has a heat 
distortion temperature of greater than 180 degrees Celsius. 



7. (<^ginal) The driveline of claim 6, wherein said lower portion 
of said composite linksh^bracket is fprmed from a material selected from the group 
consisting of said polymer j 


art i metal 


8. (original) 


driveline of claim 7, wherein said polymer 


material comprises a fiber reinforced h ^t^sist^it aliphatic polyamide 


(original) The 


Inve 


of/ claim 7, wherein said polymer 


material comprises Stanyl® with 30% v glass fiber^riforcement 

10. (currently amended) A composite linkshaft bracket used to 
support a bearing supported linkshaft in a vehicle driveline comprising: 

a composite upper portion having a plurality of mounting holes, a pair of 
mounted studs, and an upper spherical semicircular regio n, said composite upp er 
portion is formed of a polvmer material t hat has a heat distortion temperature of f rreater 
than 180 degrees Celsius: and 

a lower portion coupled to said upper portion such that the composite 
linkshaft bracket produced bv coupli ng said composite upper portion to said lnwpr 
portion has a natural frequency of a minimum of about 1080 Hertz in the first mode. 
said lower portion having a lower spherical semicircular region and a pair of inlets, 
wherein each of said pair of inlets couples with a corresponding one of said pair of 
mounted studs to surround and support tipe bearing supported linkshaft. 

11. (canceled) 
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12. (currently amended) Thecompositelinkshaftbracket of claim 
» 10, wher^said lower portion of said composite linkshaft bracket is formed from a 
L f r o m the group consifc l ut fe o f said polymer material and^aetai. 


13. (original) The driveline of claim 12, wherein said polymer 
<l material comprises a fib^reinforced heat resistant aliphatic polyamide 

1 U ' ^S^K driveline of claim 12, wherein said polymer 

material comprises Stanyl® witlW, glass fiber reinforcement. 

15. (original) The driveline of claim 10, said upper composite 
portion further comprising a plurality of raised ribbed regions used to increase the 
strength of the upper composite portion. 


16. (original) A method for decreasing weight in a transversally 
mounted driveline comprising: / 

ddmgacomposilinksh^ 
and a lower portion, said composite upper portion having a heat distortion temperature 
of at least 180 degrees. Celsius; 

coupling )^id composite upper portion to said lower portion of said 
that said composite linkshaft bracket surrounds a 


composite linkshaft bracket sucl 1 


bearing used to support a linW ft in the transversally mounted driveline; and 


engine block. 


coupling said com] 


17. (original) 
composite linkshaft bracket cor 
30% glass reinforced polyamide 


bracket to a vehicle ladderframe or 


the met 


lespr. 


of claim 16, wherein providing a 
composite linkshaft bracket having a 

- - *- ~-j upper\portion and a lower portion, said 

lower portion selected from the group consisting ofa\% glass reinforced polyamide 
composite lower portion and a stamped metal lower po^W wherein said 30% glass 
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reinforced polyamide composite upper portion and said lower portion has a heat 
distortion temperature of afleast 180 degrees Celsius. 

18. (original) \ The method of claim 16, wherein coupling said 
composite upper portion to saM lower portion comprises coupling a stud on said 
composite upper portion within each of a pair of inlets on said lower portion such that 
said composite linkshaft bracket suryndsa^earm^ 
transversally mounted driveline. 

19. (original) The m^odV claim 16, wherein coupling said 
composite linkshaft bracket to a vehicl^ddUame or engine block comprises 
coupling said composite upper portion oL^omposite linkshaft bracket to a vehicle 
ladderframe or engine block through a plurality^ of mounting holes. 

(new) The driveline of claim 10, wherein said lower portion 
comprises a stamped metal lower portion, 

21. (new)Nm e driveline of claim 20, wherein said polymer material 
comprises a fiber reinforced heat resistant aliphatic polyamide. 



22. (new) The driveline^ claim 21, wherein said polymer material 
comprises Stanyl® with 30% glass fiber reinforcement. 
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